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25th Annual Holiday Boutique

Note: the Boutique will not be 
open on Thursday night.

Ellie Weston and Janie Knopf have chaired this very 
successful event for many years. Funds raised support 
Villa Mira Monte for community enjoyment.

Date:   Friday, November 
      1st through Sunday, 
      November 3rd

Time:   10:00pm - 5:00pm
Location: Hiram Morgan Hill 
      House

Celebrating its 25th year, the fabulous vendors at the 
Holiday Boutique draw shoppers from around the Bay 
Area to purchase unique handcrafted items, gently used 
books, bird houses, children’s items and stocking stuffers, 
garden art, greeting and note cards, home décor and floral 
items, jewelry, local honey and jams, quilts, and more.

10th Annual Holiday Tea

Reservations $65 per person. Reserve early, seats fill fast. 
No refunds. Reservations accepted beginning 10/15/2019 
at www.morganhillhistoricalsociety.org  Information: 
Edie Atkins (408) 779-6621 or 
edie@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com

Date:   Friday, December 
      6th & Saturday, 
      December 7th

Time:   11:30am - 1:30pm 
      each day
Location: Hiram Morgan Hill 
            House

Downtown Historic Walking Tour

Date:   2nd Saturday of the Month
Time:   10:00am-12:00pm
Location: Meet at 3rd Street Plaza near Monterey Road &  
      3rd Street

Fall Membership Social & Meeting

Date:   Wednesday, October 23rd

Time:   6:00 - 8:00pm
Location: Hiram Morgan Hill House
RSVP:   Number of guests and names  RSVP 
      info@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com or 
      408-779-8250
Beverages and dessert served. Beverages and dessert served. 
Business Meeting: Report from the Board and election of 
Directors
Program for the evening TBD   
We encourage you to bring a can of food to donate to 
Cecelia’s Closet

Note: Ballots will be 
mailed to all members. 
You can vote by mail or 
bring your ballot to turn 
in at the meeting. No 
ballots will be handed 
out at the meeting.
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Co-President, Bill Briggs

Through the Looking Glass, or Which Way for the Historical Society?
By William Briggs, Co-President

In Alice in Wonderland, Alice comes to a fork in the road and sees the Cheshire Cat grinning in the 
branches of a tree.
“Oh, please sir, which way should I go?,” she said
“Where do you want to go?,” replied the Cat
“”I really don’t know, “ responded Alice
“Then it really doesn’t matter,” said the Cheshire Cat

The Morgan Hill Historical Society seems to have reached a fork in the road.  As the organization has matured, it has 
taken on more events and programs in order to serve the local community and preserve local history. But with growth has 
come the realization that the Society must decide what to continue, what to abandon, and what new efforts are required 
to remain sustainable and effective.

To that end, the Board of the Morgan Hill Historical Society has been busy drafting a strategic plan to guide us through 
the next months and years. While it is tempting to retain our efforts to be all things to all people, we have concluded that 
we must set some priorities. These include:

That’s the plan.  A formal document will be approved this Fall.  We believe having gone through the planning process 
will take us in the direction we want to go.

1.  Establish Business Operations Best Practices. This priority formalizes the roles and responsibilities of the
  Governing Board of Directors and Operations Council, as well as establishing standing committees and budgetary 
  practices and fiscal controls.

2.  Sustainability Assessment. This priority evaluates the two resources key to ongoing operations and programs:  
  money and volunteers.  This assessment also addresses the current partnership with the City of Morgan Hill and 
  the ongoing maintenance of Villa Mira Monte.

3.3. Expand Cultural Diversity. From recruitment of Board members and volunteers to the focus of events to 
  community engagement, this priority will guide the Society in reflecting the varied cultures that have, and continue
  to contribute to the identity of Morgan Hill.

10th Annual Holiday Tea

Reservations $65 per person. Reserve early, seats fill fast. No refunds. Reservations 
accepted beginning 10/15/2019 at www.morganhillhistoricalsociety.org  
Information: Edie Atkins (408) 779-6621 or edie@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com

For many the Holiday Tea at Villa Mira Monte has become a tradition. For those 
who have yet to attend, we hope you will join us and create a holiday tradition of 
your own. Children and men welcome. As always, the fantastic Linda Withrow and 

Madeline Bottari will have some great raffle baskets and another special themed Christmas tree as a special raffle item. 
Funds raised support Villa Mira Monte for community enjoyment. Reservations open on 10/15/2019.

Date:   Friday, December 6th & Saturday, December 7th

Time:   11:30am - 1:30pm each day
Location: Hiram Morgan Hill House

Co-Presidents' Messages
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Morgan Hill Museum & Hiram Morgan Hill House
Open Hours

Fridays 1:00-3:00Ppm
Saturdays 10:00am-1:000pm

•

Historic Downtown Walking tour
22nd Saturday of the Month
10:00am-12:00pm

•

Fall Membership Meeting
Wednesday, October 23rd

6:00pm Social
7:00pm Meeting

••

Holiday Boutique
Friday-Sunday, November 1st-3rd

10:00am-5:00pm

•

Holiday Teas
Friday & Saturday, December 6th & 7th

11:30am11:30am

2019 Save The Dates

Rent Villa Mira Monte for Your Next Event
We have had many 
weddings, receptions, 
anniversary parties 
and meetings held at 
this beautiful venue. 
Check it out for your 
next event. 

You can find information on our website. Contact: Ellie 
Weston at eweston@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com.

Property Management

Villa Mira Monte is looking very majestic with the new 
roof and fencing.  More maintenance activities are planned 
for this summer and fall: painting the House and Museum 
exteriors; repairing the House veranda flooring and support 
posts; and repair work on the Museum porches. A 
significant portion of these projects are being funded by 
City and County grant funds. The roses have been 
magnificent this year. Stop by and enjoy them and the 
manicured gardens while you relax and reflect on history. 

Co-President, Kathy Sullivan

By Kathy Sullivan, Co-President

Yikes … this is our last newsletter for 2019.

My work with the Governance Board is ongoing.  As Co-president, Bill Briggs, has stated the Board 
is in the process of establishing the Society’s Strategic Plan with goals for the next 3-years. 
Sustainability is our guiding principle. 

In addition, I serve as Chief Director for the Operations Council (OC). The OC is chartered with the 
many operational aspects for facilities, events and programs. We are in the process of formalizing 
this charter and setting strategic goals for the next three years. The results should be finalized in the 
first quarter of 2020. 

MHHS is a very dynamic and active organization offering many community events and programs. A key goal is building 
a stronger foundation with well-defined procedures, processes and tools to make planning and implementation more 
efficient - and the organization more sustainable. To manage our workload with available resources, we will be 
evaluating each event and program against our mission and the resources required for maintenance. 

Volunteers are the heart of all that we do. One of our most critical needs is for volunteers who have leadership skills to 
serve as chairs for events and programs. And we definitely need those willing to work on committees to make things 
happen. Please read this as me encouraging you to join us and help bring history to life now and for future generations.

Wishing you the best this holiday season!
Kathy Sullivan
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2020 Membership Campaign

Last year we had a great response to our Membership History Makers Prize Drawing so we will stick with success and 
do it again for 2020. Letters and membership forms will be mailed out soon.  Be on the lookout for the History Makers 
Announcement Letter and immediately return the Membership Form. To qualify for the drawing, the form with payment 
must be received by December 31, 2019. Details will be in the letter. 

Your membership helps to preserve and operate Villa Mira Monte and provides funding for our educational programs. A 
significant project that is supported by your membership is our annual documentary films, Stories from the Past.

Your membership is critical to the sustainability of MHHS, allowing us to continue our mission to preserve and share the 
history of our area to inspire a sense of community. Thank you!

Docent Highlight

We could not do what we do without the dedication of our loyal docents. We have many that deserve 
appreciation and we would like to start by sharing a little bit from one of our active supporters, Mary 
Cox. We asked her a few questions and you can read her answers below.

What is your favorite part of being a docent?
“I really like the sense of linking our present community through the historical sites and stories of 
Hiram Morgan Hill, Danial Murphy, Sada Coe, E. Grace Ward and so many others.  It’s fun to see 
certain streets named after these very interesting people. 

I like telling the Hill’s story.  All of us docents tell it in a little different way.  I especially enjoy 
meeting those from out of town.  I wish more people would bring their out of town visitors to see 

and hear a bit of our history. Coupled with lunch in downtown Morgan Hill, it would be a great outing.”

What compelled you to become a docent at Villa Mira Monte?
“I had friends from AAUW who were docents.  One day the MHHS held an informational meeting for new docents 
and I thought ‘Yes, I can do that’ because they gave us a booklet with a script and paired us with an experienced docent 
which made it easy.

During 2005-2006 I worked with the MH Centennial Events Committee and was compelled to learn more about our 
city’s history.  And a fascinating history it is!”

Will you continue being a docent and, if so, why?
“It’s an incredible feeling to be in the house knowing that Hiram Morgan Hill and his family and friends were there.  
It’s fun to imagine what they saw getting off the train, how they viewed El Toro from their front porch and generally 
how they lived around 1890.

I like getting to know the other docents and MHHS Board members. They are like family now. They are continually 
improving the facility and its oversight and finding more ways to keep us all interested - like the 1st Saturday of the 
month Historical Talks and the 2nd Saturday downtown Historical Walks. 

Over the years, there have been many improvements and fun additions like the Museum, the Photography Club 
exhibits, the historically maintained kitchen remodel, the Holiday Tea, the Children’s Tea, the Prohibition Ball and the 
outdoor expansion plan.”

Watch for highlights of one or two docents in future issues.

If you are interested in learning about volunteering as a docent, contact Margo Hinnenkamp at 
margohin@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com today.
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Villa Mira Monte Book Nook Reviews

The Whip by Karen Kendazian, 2012, Hansen Publishing Company

Want to read an amazing historical novel with more plot twists and turns than the road to Mt 
Umunhum? From her birth and abandonment at an orphanage in Boston to her life as a stagecoach 
driver between San Francisco, San Jose, San Juan Bautista, and Watsonville, Charlie Parkhurst lived 
several lives, sometimes as a woman, sometimes as a man.

Life in the Boston orphanage was made unbearable by abusive caretakers. Hard to handle Charlie was 
finally sent to the stables as punishment.  There, she developed a lifelong love for horses.

She was happily married and had a child after leaving the stables. But (dun dun da dun) a jealous old boyfriend from the 
orphanage tracked her down and….

Charlie ended up in California in 1849 (exciting times!), applied for a stagecoach driver’s position dressed as a man 
because who ever heard of a female stagecoach driver, and became the best “Whip” Birch Company/Wells Fargo had.  
Always on time, never an accident, Charlie worked for this company for 30 years. Admired by men for her courage in the 
face of near accidents and encounters with outlaws, she was a hero to the ladies as well.

Charlie Parkhurst was an important figure in the history of Santa Clara County and her story adds another dimension to 
the culture of the Old West.

Available at Booksmart Books.

Around Villa Mira Monte

Our City Gem, Villa Mira Monte, with the 1884 Victorian country home built by Morgan and Diana 
Hill, and the 1911 Acton House (aka Morgan Hill Museum) have gotten lots of attention this year. 
Many of the large maintenance projects around the Villa have been completed: new fencing with 
electronic gates; new roof on the House including the original design with a band of fish-scale 
shingles running through the center; and new exterior painting for the House and Museum. What 
remains is replacing the flooring on the House veranda and the porch maintenance on the Museum. 
We are waiting for contractor availability to determine when this work will begin. Late October is our 
target for completion.target for completion.

One day this past spring Cash and Cole Chandler, with their mother Edita, walked onto the site and 
asked Kathy Devine if they could do a community service project for MHHS. Since then, every two 
weeks Edita and the boys show up to clean the Centennial History Trail tiles and benches. Thank you, 
Chandler family!  

Please stop by to enjoy the serenity of the site; relax in the gardens or on the veranda while you learn and reflect on our 
Community History. The site is open for your enjoyment from daily dawn to dusk year-round, with the exception of 
closures during special events.

MHHS Living History Field Trip Experience

Our hands-on field trip program for 3rd through 5th graders will return in the spring time beginning 
in March.  We are always looking for energetic volunteers who love to work with kids, impart history 
to young people, and give back to your community. If interested in finding out about this program, 
please contact Margaret Rodrigues at mlrgiants@comcast.net to find out more about our program. 
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Board of Directors

2019 Member List

Benefactors

Rob Bettencourt
William & Kathleen Briggs

Chris & Nancy Reynolds, Nancy Reynolds Realtor

Business and Patrons Plus

Rosy & Rich Bergin, Rosy’s at the Beach
Roger & Michele Burch
Kathy & Joe Devine

David & Gina Domenichini, D.R. Domenichini Construction
Cindy Miller, Coldwell Banker

Mike Monroe, Valley of the Heart’s Delight
Melissa & Gayle Murphy, Murphy’s MercantileMelissa & Gayle Murphy, Murphy’s Mercantile

Jim & Debbe Persons, Frank’s Plumbing Company, Inc.
Dave & Peggy Wendt
Guglielmo Winery

Simon & Heather Hodgson
Janet & John Kammermeyer

Tim Zimmer

Patrons

Dave & Carol Agaliotis, Sr.
Alfred & Sharon Alciati
Bill & Cathy Allen

Enthusiasts

Al & Sylvia Cook
Dana & Elaine Ditmore

Susan Farris
Susan Oldham-Fritts
Jeanne Gregg

Barry Link, Pacific Diversified Insurance
Lori & Rob MainsLori & Rob Mains

•  Bill Briggs, Co-President

•  Kathy Sullivan, Co-President

•  Karl Bjarke, Vice President

•  Ron Kumar, Treasurer

•  Roseanne Oty, Secretary

•  Andrea Bazeley, Director

•  Bob Foster, Director

•  Margo Hinnenkamp, Director

•  Kat Napoli, Director

•  Ellie Weston, Property Manager
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Marilyn Barrow
Susan Bernardini
Lisa & Karl Bjarke
Judy Bogardus
Ed & Barbara Boni
Michael Brookman
Jan BuessingJan Buessing

Pedro & Teresa Caceres
Larry Carr

Karen Christopher
Mike & Mary Cox

David & Sandy de la Cuesta
Joan Della Maggiore
Tim & Susan EdesTim & Susan Edes
Merle & Joan Ensign
Edward & Carol Ferri
Anthony V. Goularte
John & Holly Henry
Bill & Mary Hiland
Joe Hinds

Margo & Rick HinnenkampMargo & Rick Hinnenkamp
Ruth Johnson

John & Dolores Kent
Michael & Barbara Klyszeiko
Dave & Perrin Larton
Pauline Lapera Price

Jessica & Theodore Levan
Joan Marfia LewisJoan Marfia Lewis
John J. Mauro Sr.

Bill & Monica McClintock
John & Michelle McKay
Kathy & Bill Napoli
Mike & Karen Parks
Gary & Cecelia Ponzini

Clay PytlikClay Pytlik
Roger Schindewolf & Patty Robinson

Brian Shiroyama
Samuel & Lilie Shueh

Mark Hoffman & Rene Spring
Brian & Kathy Sullivan
Joe & Nancy Sutter
Stephen & Jennifer TateStephen & Jennifer Tate
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City Partnership

We thank City Staff members, Chris Ghione, Maureen 
Tobin, Nichole Martin, Jennie Tucker, and others for their 
work with our team to provide services that support Villa 
Mira Monte and MHHS events. We appreciate the work of 
Norma Bussing and Brigitte Crawford – Library, Cultural 
and Arts Commissioners (LCAC) – as they work with 
MHHS to explore opportunities for support.

50th Anniversary Founders’ Dinner 

Celebrating 50 years of connecting the past with the present… 

Back in 1969 the Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce started the Founders Day/Dinner. Many years ago, the Historical 
Society took it over. It was established as a community celebration to honor long-term residents who have lived in the 
area for 50+ years. Historical Society Members who have lived in the area for 70+ years receive a complimentary meal. 

This year the premiere viewing of the 6th edition of our documentary film, “Stories from the Past” received rave reviews. 
Our thanks to the talented professional production team: Robin Shepherd, producer and co-editor; and the 152 West 
Productions, Mattie Scariot and Nils Meyer, videography and co-editing. 

A big hand for our community partners and sponsors who contribute to the success of the evening. Sponsors receive 
credit in the event program and on our website.

We thank the volunteers on the Founders Committee: Chairs – Ellie Weston and Sandy de la Cuesta; members  – Kathy 
Devine, Margo Hinnenkamp, Janie Knopf, Roseanne Oty and Kathy Sullivan.  Special thanks to Connie Ludewig, Sue 
Olt and Linda Withrow for gathering the raffle donations and putting them together in beautiful packages. It is a tradition 
that local high school students help setup and serve at the dinner. We appreciate David de la Cuesta for managing the 
students. Our sincere appreciation to the many other volunteers who make the event possible. 

The event’s 50th year is now history! The Founders Committee is open to ideas for the future celebration of our 
Community History: our Land and our People.  Your comments and suggestions are welcome at 
eweston@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com.
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Thank You To All Our Business Sponsors
We at the Morgan Hill Historical Society thank all the many individuals and businesses who help us preserve the history 
of our community through events at Villa Mira Monte. Throughout this newsletter, you'll see the advertisements for the 
wonderful businesses who have donated generously to our mission. If you might wish to join these businesses and help 
us through sponsorship, please feel free to contact us at info@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com. Your donations are tax 
deductible.
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Model Train Engineers Needed

The Museum is looking for Model Train Engineers on Saturdays in November and December. 

This year the Morgan Hill Museum will again be mounting a model train exhibit. The train will be running during the 
months of November and December whenever the museum is open. 

If you are interested in being a conductor of our model train please contact us on info@morganhillhistoricalsociety.com  
with Subject: MODEL TRAIN   Please help us bring this interesting part of Morgan Hill’s history to life.  


